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Raymond K eene, Byron Jacobs: A Complete Defense For Black before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised A Complete Defense For Black:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Interesting Opening System...By Rayl am USCF otb rated 1764 and
correspondence rated 1648. This gives a viable system that is off the beaten path which can be very valuable to otb and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1879479346

correspondence play. It is based on the Nimzovich Defense and has transpositional possibilitiesto Chigorin's Defense.
It also has akind of Alekhine's Defense against the Queenpawn. The format is to give whole games of grandmaster
examples of using these systems. It could use more written explanation and annotations. Thisiswhy | cannot giveit 5
stars. It amost deserves a 3 star rating since learning a quick reference of variationsis not presented. Y ou have to
wade through the games. | gave it 4 stars since the systems are viable and worth testing in play.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. ... years ago and found the book to be a good system repertoire for class players and for
coffee house ...By RSI bought this book years ago and found the book to be a good system repertoire for class players
and for coffee house chess. The system presentation is slightly flawed in that white has more aggressive options than
the book fully addresses in lines where black's queen knight routes its way over to g6, such aggression involving
advancement of white's h-pawn. Also, the Scotch game is more dangerous than this book allows and is a better option
for white than many players generally realize, especialy in class tournaments and even at the expert and low master
levels. The presentation in the book is viawhole games rather than branch memorization. | prefer the former in my
opening books, in part because | find it more entertaining, but | know many players prefer the latter, so you should
consider your own tastes in this matter. My own class rating when | left off tournament play was at the A-classlevel,
so make of that what you will.8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Suprised me how goodBy Martinl
bought this book in a used book store out of curiosity. Theidea of playing 1...Nc6 was contrary to all the dogmall
learned as an aspiring chess player. As| played through the games, however, my eyes were opened to the fact that
there was alot about chessthat | didn't understand. It was a case of giving up my prejudices when confronted with the
facts. 1...Nc6 can make for avery playable game against just about any White opening move except 1 b4.Here's the
repetoirein anutshell:1 e4 Nc6 2 d4 €5 and now 3 d5 Nce7, or 3 Nf3 exd4 (Scotch Game)1 e4 Nc6 2 Nf3 d6 (a
variation of the Nimzovich Defense)1 d4 Nc6 2 ¢4 €5 (I don't know if this variation has aname)1 d4 Nc6 2 Nf3 d5
(Chigorin Defense)1 d4 Nc6 2 d5 Neb5 (the authors call this the Bogoljubov Defense)1 ¢4 Nc6 2 Nc3 €5 (English
Opening)Since the authors have doubts about the Nimzovich Defense variation 1 e4 Nc6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3, they
recommend 2...e5, which allows White to opt for the Scotch Game after 3 Nf3. Thisis not a problem since the Scotch
isvery playable for Black, but it may disappoint players who thought by playing 1...Nc6 they were avoiding a1l e4 e5
opening. After 1 e4 Nc6 2 d4 €5 3 d5 Nce7 the Black knight redeploysto g6, and Black can play Bc5 or Bb4.Since the
authors think White has too many chances in the Chigorin Defense after 1 d4 Nc6 2 ¢4 d5 3 Nc3, they only
recommend the Chigorin after 1 d4 Nc6 2 Nf3, and now 2...d5.1 was impressed that Tony Miles played some of these
variations with success. The book includes some of Nimzovich's gamesin the pure Nimzovich Defense 1 e4 Nc6 2 d4
ds. Thereisagreat Bogoljubov game in the Bogoljubov Defense. Author Raymond Keene included some of hisown
games in the Nimzovich Defense. This book fascinated me so much that | started playing 1 Nc3 sometimes with
White.If you want to play the pure Nimzovich 1 e4 Nc6 2 d4 d5, then try Christoph Wisniewski's book Play 1...Nc6.
Y ou may also want to buy the CD from Convekta on 1...Nc6. Modern Chess Openings 15th Ed. (MCO 15) gives
Nimzovich Defense variations 2...d5, 2...d6 and 2...e5. MCO 15 in its section on Queen's Pawn Games calls 1 d5 Nc6
the Queen's Knight's Defense and says it "is nhot so bad if one iswilling to transpose into Chigorin's Defense.” It gives
the variation 2 d5 Ne5 3 e4 €6 4 f4 Ng6 5 dxe6 dxe6 6 Bd3 Bc5 =.

Have you ever wished you had an all-purpose chess move that you could play against anything White could throw at
you? Something that was both sound, aggressive, and little-known? This chess book provides the answer with 1...Nc6.
Against 1.e4 thisis Nimzowitch's "other" defense, afavorite with maverick players such as GM Tony Miles. Against
1.d4 it has become a respectable opening in the last decade, being used as a surprise weapon by GM Jon Speelman.
Study this book, and you need never be forced down your opponent's theoretical main lines again!



