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Douglas Gomery : A History of Broadcasting in the United States  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Broadcasting in the United States: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I'm only on the 2nd chapter but so far I'm ...By Lee SalterI'm only on 
the 2nd chapter but so far I'm seeing historical information that I have not seen before. As a former broadcaster, I find 
it interesting.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This is no doubt the worse. Its not only written badlyBy 
CustomerAs part of my research I have been reading allot of history and cultural books on Television and the 
broadcasting industry. This is no doubt the worse. Its not only written badly, but it also focuses on too narrow 
dynamics, and lacks any real detail, overlooking tons of important processes and events. There are much better books 
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out there, don't waist your time on this one.

This powerful history of broadcasting in the United States goes beyond traditional accounts to explore the fields 
important social, political, and cultural ramifications. It examines how broadcasting has been organized as a business 
throughout much of the 20th century, and focuses on the aesthetics of programming over the years. Surveys four key 
broadcasting periods from 1921 to 1996, drawing on a range of new sources to examine recent changes in the field, 
including coverage of the recent impact of cable TV and home video Includes new data from collections at the Library 
of Congress and the Library of American Broadcasting Ideal for anyone seeking a readable history of the field, 
offering the most current coverage available 

"The book is wonderfully punctuated with rare photographs from the Library of American Broadcasting. The 
organization easily guides the reader through the narrative. A lot of reference source material comes from the 
periodicals and publications of the time. In addition to the rich collection at the Maryland Library of American 
Broadcasting collection, Gomery ventured into other national archives." (Journal of Broadcasting Electronic Media, 
September 2010) "Douglas Gomery is a master of the historical archive. This is a thoroughly researched, eminently 
readable book, written in a very accessible and entertaining style that holds the attention of readers, while also 
providing new information and documentation for scholars. A must read for media historians and media history 
courses." Richard Butsch, author of The Making of American Audiences At once more expansive and finely detailed 
than almost any other book out there on the subject, this work will appeal to both experts in the field and those new to 
this history. A "must have" for media historians." Susan Murray, New York University Gomery [is] a leading historian 
.Heres a history worth reading. Producers, undergraduates in media studies, and fans of media history should be avid 
readers." Television Quarterly At once more expansive and finely detailed than almost any other book out there on the 
subject, this work will appeal to both experts in the field and those new to this history. A "must have" for media 
historians." Susan Murray, New York UniversityFrom the Back CoverThis powerful history of broadcasting in the 
United States goes beyond traditional accounts to explore the fields important social, political, and cultural 
ramifications. It examines how broadcasting has been organized as a business throughout much of the twentieth 
century, and focuses on the aesthetics of programming over the years. The book surveys four key broadcasting periods 
from 1921 to 1996, and includes coverage of the recent impact of cable TV and home video. It presents new data from 
collections at the Library of Congress and the Library of American Broadcasting. Eschewing traditional coverage of 
FCC decisions and the physical nature of broadcasting, the book considers issues of race, class, and gender while 
situating the industry firmly within the context of politics, society, and culture. Ideal for anyone seeking a readable 
history of the field, the book provides the most current coverage available. 


