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Neil MacGregor : A History Of The World: In 100 Objects before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised A History Of The World: In 100 Objects:

36 of 36 people found the following review helpful. As promised, a beautiful bookBy Daniel B. Slocuml'm afraid |
must respectfully disagree with other customersin the review section. For the price, thisisa FIVE-STAR book. Itis
illustrated beautifully with full color photographs. | have the hard-copy and not the Kindle version (though | do own a
Kindle). My guessis that the pages would present stunningly on the Kindle for iPad or Kindle for Mac. | also have a
Kindle E-ink reader. | doubt it would show well on that last device. | noticed one of the reviewers criticized the photo
quality. I must disagree. | find it to be top notch. It is presented in a matte format rather than glossy print.. so my guess
isthe reviewer would have preferred the glossy versions. I, on the other hand, love the matte finishes on al the
photographs which are nicely crisp and detailed. EXCELLENT book for the price. A perfect gift for a history buff. |
loveit and | bought it here on .3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Leisurely Cruise through History of
MankindBy FCRichelieuThisis an excellent read. As usual, BBC does not disappoint. The book is compiled from
transcripts of a 100-episode series on BBC Radio. One hundred objects are thoughtfully picked from exhibits at the
British Museum to chronicle the history of mankind, from its earliest beginnings up to the 21st century. The 100
chapters are short, but solid, each corresponding to an episode on radio. The book is great for leisurely, but very
informative reading. A definite advantage that the book has over the radio episodesisthat it shows each of the 100
objectsin full colour.The book is highly recommended for any reader who is interested in understanding the
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development of mankind. It provides clear and useful background for reflecting on how we have come to where we
are -- when and how we have progressed, as well as when and how often we have regressed.| read aKindle version,
which allows me to magnify photographs to look closely at the 100 objects. My only complaint is that, with Kindle, it
has been rather more cumbersome for me to refer back to the page with the photographs in each chapter while | was
cruising through.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Clear Some Space In Y our MindBy
MinnesotaMindl believe | learned more per page reading this book than any I've ever read. A tour through all of
history using objects collected (stolen?) by the British Museum, this book is a bravura execution of material culture
and archaeological studies. In fact, | used several entries with my Advanced Placement Literature classin order to
expose them to effective and interesting "close reading.” MacGregor does with objects what literary critics do with a
passage of poetry: he describes the object (lovely pictures ARE included), he gives a fascinating context of the period
in which this object was used, and finally, provides an analysis of what the object "says" about the people, nation, and
region that used or owned it. | find this method of historical explication incredibly engaging. Rather than begin with
abstract concepts like democracy, Federalism, or ethnic cleansing, MacGregor begins with the concrete--a vase, a coin,
aflower pot-- and says here's what this culture produced, here's what that says about them. This also dovetails nicely
with what | teach in class regarding advertising; that we can come to understand the ideal s of a nation by studying its
advertisements. Interestingly, the objects MacGregor chooses also function as "advertisements® for their respective
milieus. A testament to how well this book iswritten and constructed isthat | read it incredibly quickly. Before | knew
it, | was on object 56 at the 300 something page mark and | had no mental fatigue. The fact that the book is organized
in 100 3 to 4 pages "chapters' helps alot because | found myself reading afew objects here and there whenever | had
some spare time. | recommend this book highly to anyone who has even a fleeting interest in archaeology or cultural
materialism; your efforts, and the rather hefty price of the book will be worth it.

In 2010, the BBC and the British Museum embarked on an ambitious project: to tell the story of two million years of
human history using 100 objects selected from the Museums vast and renowned collection. Presented by the British
Museums Director Neil MacGregor, each episode focuses on a single objectfrom a Stone Age tool to a solar-powered
lampand explains its significance in human history. Music, interviews with specialists and quotations from written
texts enrich the listeners experience. On each CD, objects from a similar period of history are grouped together to
explore acommon theme and make connections across the world. Seen in thisway, history is a kaleidoscope: shifting,
interlinked, constantly surprising, and shaping our world in ways that most of us have never imagined. This box set
also includes anillustrated booklet with additional background information and photographs, and each CD includes
PDF images of the featured objects.20 CDs. 25 hrs.

.com Best Books of the Month, November 2011: In A History of the World in 100 Objects, Neal MacGregor, director
of the British Museum, takes readers on atour of the world by way of its material goods. From everyday items such as
pots, utensils, and money to valuables such as art and jewelry, MacGregor shows that the things humans have left
behind are often as rich and informative as written texts. Whether its a strange and unique object like a throne made of
rifles from Mozambique or a medieval German crystal, or afamiliar one like a sculpture of the head of Augustus or
Hokusai's painting The Great Wave, MacGregor skillfully weaves each one into the fabric of the society that it came
from. In that sense, the book is much more than a museum catalog: it's a hundred keyhole views into a hundred
different societies from around the world and throughout history. "a broadcasting phenomenon” -- Maev Kennedy The
Guardian "perfect radio" -- Philip Hensher The Independent "deserves to take its place alongside television classics
such as Kenneth Clark's Civilisation and Jacob Bronowski's The Ascent of Man." -- Dominic Sandbrook The
TelegraphAbout the AuthorNeil MacGregor has been Director of the British Museum since August 2002. He was
previously Director of the National Gallery in London from 1987 to 2002.



