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Susan Hood : Ada's Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Adas Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of

Paraguay:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Inspiring! By Heidi Grangel love stories like that told in Ada's
Violin. While the story beginsin a shantytown built around a garbage dump and seems like it will be depressing, that
quickly changes when Favio Chavez arrives to teach the local children to play musical instruments. The problemis
that none of these children's families can afford a music instrument, especially since they are al struggling just to
survive. So, what do they do? They create instruments out of garbage. The ingenuity expressed in the creation of these
instrumentsis truly inspiring. And Comport's beautiful illustrations show this wonderfully. The amount of work the
children and their teacher undergo to develop their musical ability in the midst of hardship and heat and the smell of
garbage. Amazingly enough, this seemingly simple idea changed not only their town, but the world beyond. | love
stories like this one because they remind me that no matter how ugly the world can get, there is still hope. A
beautifully told, truly inspiring true story about the impact that one person or small group of people can have on the
world around them.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Touches your heartBy KJWow, this book will
touch your heart and inspire you, no matter what age you are! Y ou may have seen the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay
on 60 Minutes or elsewhere, but now here is a beautifully written and illustrated picture book about them, told through
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the eyes of one participant, AdaRios. | loved it! Adaliveswith her family in alandfill (!) in Cateura, Paraguay. An
environmental engineer (Favio Chavez), sent to work on the landfill, wants to help the children there and offers free
music lessons. Instruments are devised from materials collected from the garbage, the children learn musical skills and
discipline, and an orchestrais born that shares beauty, hope and inspiration. The writing is lovely (Ada"could soar on
the high, bright, bittersweet notes to a place far away. She could be who she was meant to be.", and theillustrations are
full-page and powerful. The author includes notes, links, sources and a quote from Margaret Mead, "Never doubt that
asmall group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." This
book is awonderful way to share thisideawith children.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thisisa
really beautiful book and inspired my family to research more about ...By CustomerThisisareally beautiful book and
inspired my family to research more about the Recycled Orchestra. It opened my children's eyes up to a part of the
world they had never considered and to realities that were almost unimaginable for them, but that led to good
discussion and a greater compassion. It's a story of great hope and optimism that will leave Mom and Dad as moved as
their children.

From award-winning author Susan Hood and illustrator Sally Wern Comport comes the extraordinary true tale of the
Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay, an orchestra made up of children playing instruments built from recycled trash.Ada
Ros grew up in Cateura, a small town in Paraguay built on alandfill. She dreamed of playing the violin, but with little
money for anything but the bare essentials, it was never an option...until amusic teacher named Favio Chvez arrived.
He wanted to give the children of Cateura something special, so he made them instruments out of materials found in
the trash. It was a crazy idea, but one that would leave Adaand her townforever changed. Now, the Recycled Orchestra
plays venues around the world, spreading their message of hope and innovation.

From School Library JournalGr 25Hood tells the story of areal child growing up in an actual placeCateuraa
community of people who live and feed themselves by picking through the tons of trash generated by the capital city
of Asuncin, Paraguay, and salvaging items to recycle and sell. Despite her bleak surroundings, Ada Ros liked to
imagine each garbage truck was "a box of surprises. One never knew what might be inside." When Adawas 11, aman
named Favio Chvez started to hold music classes for the local young people. Since there weren't enough instruments to
go around and they were too precious for the kids to take them home to practice, the project seemed doomed to be
short-lived. Watching the children play amid the rubble gave Seor Chvez an idea. He enlisted the help of the
gancheros (recyclers), and they fashioned cellos from oil drums, flutes out of water pipes, and guitars from packing
crates. Ada chose a violin made from an old paint can, an aluminum baking tray, afork, and pieces of wooden crates.
Through hard work and long hours of practice over time, she and the rest of the ragtag crew of kids formed the
Recycled Orchestra, and the rest is history, as they've grown and made a name for themselves internationally.
Comport's mixed-media collages are nothing short of brilliant as she plays with light and dark throughout. The spreads
capture the look and feel of the cramped and stinking landfill, the oppressive heat, and the hardscrabble lives of the
residents. They also convey the resourcefulness and warmth of the families and the aspirations of the children. The
scenes of the kids embracing their instruments and sharing their joy at making music are absolutely transcendent.
"With her violin, Ada could close her eyes and imagine a different life. She could soar on the high, bright, bittersweet
notes to a place far away. She could be who she was meant to be." VERDICT A virtuoso piece of nonfiction,
gloriously told and illustrated.L uann Toth, School Library Journal "The mixed-media collages are a particular
effective medium for this true story, layering images of Ada and the orchestra over the landfill. The nuances of the
subject may strike a stronger chord with adults rather than children, but the interesting visuals and the underlying
message of hope and perseverance should help this find an audience." (Booklist)"Comport's complex, digitally
enhanced collages combine acrylics, drawing, and layered typographic elements, conveying both the oppressive
omnipresence of garbage and the functional beauty of the handcrafted instruments. . . . Pair with the suggested video
links to experience the music of aremarkable, resilient cultural community. " (Kirkus s)* A virtuoso piece of
nonfiction, gloriously told and illustrated. (School Library Journal, Starred )* Comport (Love Will See Y ou Through)
employs avibrant collage techniqueto form colorful, almost ethereal backdrops. . .[An] uplifting, instructive story.
(Publishers Weekly, Starred )" The illustrations, compilations of torn paper, paint, and pen and ink illustrations, add to
the feeling of being within the landfill, and are a beautiful representation of the location...Highly Recommended."
(School Library Connection)Recipient of the E.B. White Read Aloud AwardAbout the AuthorSusan Hood has written
more than 200 picture books. She has received starred reviews in Publishers Weekly and Booklist, and her book Spike,
The Mixed-Up Monster won the 2013 International Latino Award and was selected for the Charlotte Zolotow Highly
Commended List. The Tooth Mouse was named a 2013 Best Book of the Y ear by Bank Street and the Cooperative
Childrens Book Center. Prior to becoming an author, Susan was a childrens magazine editor at Scholastic and
Instructor Magazine,a book editor at Sesame Workshop, and the Childrens Content Director of Nick Jr. Magazine.
Adas Violinis her latest nonfiction picture book. Visit her at SusanHoodBooks.com/Home.Sally Wern Comport has
illustrated numerous picture books and novels, including Love Will See Y ou Through: Martin Luther King Jr.s Six



Guiding Beliefs;Brave Margaret: An Irish Adventure; Hanging Off Jeffersons Nose: Growing Up on Mt. Rushmore;
and the Spy Mice series. She has also trandlated her picture making skillsto various large scale public, private, and
ingtitutional artworks. Sally lives with her husband and two daughtersin Annapolis, Maryland, where she operates Art
at Large Inc. Learn more at ArtAtLargel nc.com.



