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Virginia Woolf famously claimed that, around December 1910, human character changed. Aesthetic Technologies 
addresses how music (especially opera), the phonograph, and film served as cultural agents facilitating the many 
extraordinary social, artistic, and cultural shifts that characterized the new century and much of what followed long 
thereafter, even to the present. Three tropes are central: the tensions and traumascultural, social, and 
personalassociated with modernity; changes in human subjectivity and its engagement and representation in music and 
film; and the more general societal impact of modern media, sound recording (the development of the phonograph in 
particular), and the critical role played by early-century opera recording. A principal focus of the book is the conflicted 
relationship in Western modernity to nature, particularly as nature is perceived in opposition to culture and articulated 
through music, film, and sound as agents of fundamental, sometimes shocking transformation. The book considers the 
sound/vision world of modernity filtered through the lens of aesthetic modernism and rapid technological change, and 
the impact of both, experienced with the prescient sense that there could be no turning back.

From the Inside Flap"In his brilliant new book, Richard Leppert examines the nexus of sound recording, opera, and 
film in the emergence of twentieth-century modernity and its subjectivities. Whether focusing on Puccini's La fanciulla 
del West or the films of Terrence Malick, he finds unexpected tensions between the aspirations, pleasures, and traumas 
of the last hundred years. Only someone equally versed in music, cinema, and cultural theory could have produced 
such a feast."Susan McClary, 1995 MacArthur Fellow; author of Desire and Pleasure in Seventeenth-Century Music 
"Leppert traces modernitys attempts to recover or reimagine a redemptive Nature in aseries of works that span the 
twentieth century. Boldly confronting their modes ofproduction and reproduction as exemplifying a Technology that 
seems to oppose thenatural, and also straddling the great divide between high and mass cultural forms, hisstudy 
marries taut critical theory with generous celebration of the music, operas, andfilms with which it deals. It brilliantly 
manages to unite ecological, philosophical, andpolitical themes in an interdisciplinary fashion that is profound and 
provocative."Peter Franklin, author of Seeing through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic HollywoodFilm 
Scores and Reclaiming Late-Romantic Music: Singing Devils and DistantSounds 


