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From Brand: McFarland : The Stewart / Colbert Effect: Essays on the Real Impacts of Fake News  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Stewart / Colbert Effect: 
Essays on the Real Impacts of Fake News: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Interesting scholarly research essays on Stewart and ColbertBy 
ABThis book is a compendium of information about the two comedians. Useful if you want to study their impact on 
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society.It provides fascinating and at times rarified academic research. Not useful if you want amusing reading.4 of 5 
people found the following review helpful. Fascinating!By CatherineBought this for a school independent research 
project on political satire, and it was an indispensable resource! After the research project was finished, I read it on my 
own time for fun! I enjoyed all of the essays, but the McBeth and Clemons one, "Is Fake News the Real News?" was 
my favorite. I was new to political science and media studies, but the book did a great job of avoiding jargon while 
retaining the delicious complexity of Colbert and Stewart's satires.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Should be required reading in high schoolBy AnthonyShould be required reading in high school

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart and The Colbert Report have attracted much interest in recent years from popular 
audiences as well as scholars in various disciplines. Both Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert have been named on Time 
magazine's list of the most influential people in the world. The ten essays in this interdisciplinary collection explore 
the issues engendered by the popularity of entertainment news, including the role of satire in politics, the declining 
level of trust in traditional sources of media, the shows' cathartic or informational function, and the ways in which 
these shows influence public opinion. "Today's political establishment is worthy of satirization, and, as a result, the 
study of political satire is necessary in order to understand our core democratic processes. Essays on Fake News 
advances our understanding of who is consuming political TV satire, the messages being provided by Stewart and 
Colbert, and the democratic effects derived from watching these important political information outlets." - R. Lance 
Holbert, The Ohio State University, co-author, Political Communication in the 21st Century"Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert are not only funny, they are significant forces in the contemporary practice of American politics. This volume 
offers an excellent study of how and why their presence matters and deserves serious scholarly attention." - Jeffrey P. 
Jones, Old Dominion University, author, Entertaining Politics: Satiric Television and Political Engagement"For 
millions of people, The Daily Show and The Colbert Report have become a favorite source of news, information, and 
political commentary. The contributors to this collection help us both to better understand why, and to think through 
the potential effects of so many people's fascination with Stewart and Colbert. The result is a thought-provoking book 
that any student, fan, or skeptic of the two shows should have on the shelf." - Geoffrey Baym, University of North 
Carolina, Greensboro, author, From Cronkite to Colbert: The Evolution of Broadcast News 

"This is an essential collection of articles, with lots of data, for anyone interested in how fake news works and what it 
does to people."--John Morreall, College of William and Mary, author, Comic Relief: A Comprehensive Philosophy of 
Humor."sharply focused, well researched, and accessible, these essays explore the impact of the false news shows on 
political, cultural, and social life. Amarasingam's collection expands the growing scholarship and adds insight into 
these two popular and influential television programs. Highly recommended"--ChoiceFrom the Author"This is an 
essential collection of articles, with lots of data, for anyone interested in how fake news works and what it does to 
people."--John Morreall, College of William and Mary, author, Comic Relief: A Comprehensive Philosophy of 
Humor.About the AuthorAmarnath Amarasingam is a doctoral candidate in the Laurier-Waterloo Ph.D. program in 
religious studies and holds a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada doctoral fellowship. He has 
published articles in Studies in Religion, The Journal of Contemporary Religion, Canadian Ethnic Studies, Muslim 
Minority Affairs, The Journal of Religion and Film, and Mental Health, Religion, and Culture. 


