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Daniel Wallace, Ryder Windham : The Ultimate Visual Guide to Star Wars  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ultimate Visual Guide to Star Wars: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A great book addition to the other visual dictionaries by DKBy 
Corran HornAs you can tell by the number of stars that I have given this book, I absolutely love this book. 
Unfortunately, I do not have the "Special Edition" of the book, which is even better than the version I have (it has 
expanded and additional content on some of the newer developments in Star Wars since the first edition's publication). 
So this review is largely based upon the first edition (not the special edition) although I have scanned through the 
Special Edition in a bookstore and I think my review will be helpful for buyers of either edition.First let's point out 
what this book is not: It is not just a collection of the previous visual dictionaries released by DK. If you want the 
combined Star Wars Visual Dictionaries (which are must haves as well), then buy the "Complete Star Wars Visual 
Dictionary" (it has Yoda on the cover). The "Complete" combines the four previous visual dictionaries (The Original 
Trilogy, Episode 1, Episode 2, and Episode 3) and I believe it has some additional content not in the four original 
visual dictionaries. The visual dictionaries are based on the film and talk about characters, weapons, ships, events, etc. 
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that happened in the films. You should definitely get your hands on all four visual dictionaries, or just buy the 
"Complete Visual Dictionary."The "Ultimate Visual Guide," however, deals with not only the films but the expanded 
universe of Star Wars as well. What does "expanded universe" entail? Well: the novels, the comics, the video games, 
the toys, the merchandise, the making of the films, etc. It covers all of the films and the stories from the 
comics/games/novels in chronological order. Then, in the second half of the book, it covers such things as the making 
of the films (briefly), the toys, etc. While this book does cover the actual films, it does so in much less detail than the 
visual dictionaries do. So if you just like the films, but hate everything else, you might want to stick with the 
"Complete Visual Dictionary" with Yoda on the cover. If you want to learn more about the Star Wars universe and 
about Star Wars merchandise and the making of the films, this book is a wonderful survey of all of those topics. There 
are other books that give you much more info about merchandise, specific characters, making of the films, but this 
book is a good survey. It is not exhaustive by any means, but it is a quality production that will give you a taste of the 
greater Star Wars universe outside of the films and how the films and the expanded universe fit together to make, in 
my honest opinion, a much richer story/galaxy than that which is merely in the films. There is also a wonderful map of 
the Star Wars galaxy, which I find myself going back to whenever I want to get a sense of where planets are in relation 
to Coruscant or one another. You cannot go wrong with buying any of DK's books. In fact, here are my 
recommendations for must have DK books (and there are many more you will want to buy too)1) The Ultimate Visual 
Guide to Star Wars (Special Edition)2) The Complete Visual Dictionary to Star Wars (with Yoda on it, if you love the 
films, you must buy this book!)3) Star Wars Complete Cross-Sections: The Spacecraft and Vehicles of the Entire Star 
Wars Saga (it shows cutaway drawings of X-wings, Star Destroyers, Tie-fighters, Droid Starships, etc... the drawings 
are beautiful, and the cutaways let you see the inside of the engines, weapon systems, etc. for your favorite vehicles in 
Star Wars)4) The Complete Locations of Star Wars (same idea as the "cross-sections book, except you get to see 
cutaways of the inside of the entire Echo base, the Death star, Kamino's cloning facilities, etc.)Really, if you are a 
serious Star Wars fan you will love all four books as wonderful reference books. The production value and quality of 
these books is top-notch. They are beautiful books with lots of pictures (that kids will love) and with explanations for 
those who want to learn more. I cannot recommend the Ultimate Visual Guide enough, I think you will really like it 
especially if you are interested in learning a little bit more about the Star Wars universe and time line that takes place 
outside of the six films themselves.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth every penny! Good for all 
ages!By gvillescmomof3I bought both this book and "The Complete Visual Dictionary" for my boys, ages 3, 8 and 
38(my husband), and they all love these books. I researched the other reviews before I purchased, and I knew this was 
going to be a great purchase! There was one review that said that these books together compliment each other, or 
something like that, and I agree, they sound like they would be repetitive of each other, but really they go "hand in 
hand" with each other. "The Complete Visual Dictionary" tells the reader all about EVERYTHING in EVERY movie, 
all the weapons used, every character, every last detail. "The Ultimate Visual Guide", "includes detailed information 
about the evolution and production of the movies, from the first Star Wars movie to the theatrical release of the final 
film, Revenge of the Sith."- (this is straight from the Introduction page in the book). They also give great information 
behind the characters, making the movies even more interesting to watch.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Covers everything for the Star Wars enthusiastBy HodmandodI received this book as a Xmas gift from my big 
brother. Really clearly written - good sized pictures as you would expect from DK.Easy to read and informative. I 
found out quite a few facts that I didn't know before getting this book. I have many other Star Wars books - the fold 
out cross-section ones and the large format ones specific to each episode - but this is still a good addition as it covers 
aspects such as the comic books, George Lucas and spin-offs.
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