(Onlinelibrary) Tim and Tom: An American Comedy in Black and White

Tim and Tom: An American Comedy in Black and White

Tim Reid, Tom Dreesen, Ron Rapoport
DOC | *audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF | ePub

Tim Reid Tom Dreesen with Ron Rapoport

& Download

#1599494 in Books The University of Chicago Press 2008-09-150riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.50 x
.69 x 5.51l, 1.07 #File Name: 0226709000264 pagesTim and Tom An American Comedy in Black and
White | File size: 47.Mb

Tim Reid, Tom Dreesen, Ron Rapoport : Tim and Tom: An American Comedy in Black and White before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Tim and Tom: An American
Comedy in Black and White:
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | was there in HarveyBy Peter Zahnl lived in Harvey, |1l and wasin
high school there from1968-1972. Those were as Dressed alluded to,racially charged times. Tim and Tom came to
TTHS and did a show for the entire student body. Their messages were well receivedl went to high school in Harvey
from 1968-1972 and Tom Dreesens description of the times was spot on,as was his description of the city and the
characters found there. It was a pleasure to finally read his story and success. | only saw him and Tim in person once,
and that was at our alma mater, Thornton Township High School, when they did their act for the student body. The
book was areal pleasure to read. Factual, funny and entertaining from cover to cover.0 of O people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGREATO of 0 people found the following review helpful. Show Biz
TriumphBy mike6Thisis aterrific tale of how two men formed a comedy team, did well, but had to break up due to
career pressures and personalchanges. | loved every page, and both men have had great careersin the entertainment
world. Tim Reid and Tom Dreesen are well respected and accomplished comics. If you love a great show biz story,
read this. Well worth your time!

Asthe heady promise of the 1960s sagged under the weight of widespread violence, rioting, and racial unrest, two
young men--one black and one white--took to stages across the nation to help Americans confront their racial divide:
by laughing at it. Tim and Tom tells the story of that pioneering duo, the first interracial comedy team in the history of
show business--and the last. Tim Reid and Tom Dreesen polished their act in the nightclubs of Chicago, then took it on
the road, not only in the North, but in the still-simmering South as well, developing routines that even today remain
surprisingly frank--and remarkably funny--about race. Most nights, the shock of seeing an integrated comedy team
quickly dissipated in uproarious laughter, but on some occasions the audiences confusion and discomfort led to racist
heckling, threats, and even violence. Though Tim and Tom perpetually seemed on the verge of making it big
throughout their five years together, they grudgingly came to realize that they were ahead of their time: Americawas
not yet ready to laugh at its own failed promise.Eventualy, the grind of the road took its toll, as bitter arguments led to
an acrimonious breakup. But the underlying bond of friendship Reid and Dreesen had forged with each
groundbreaking joke has endured for decades, while their solo careers delivered the success that had eluded them as a
team. By turns revealing, shocking, and riotously funny, Tim and Tom unearths alargely forgotten chapter in the
history of comedy.

"Part showbiz survival 101, part civil rights testimony, the story of Tim and Tom is amoving chronicle of the courage,
conviction and commitment it took to wade through floods of bigotry and bias with bell-bottoms. Although racismis
no laughing matter, Tim and Tom proved that alittle humanity and humor can go along way to reminding us that
people are more alike than we are different."-Tavis Smiley (Tavis Smiley)"Tim Reid and Tom Dreesen are my close
friends for whom |"ve always had the greatest respect, and after reading the book | realize why. A white boy who was
one of eight children raised on the south side of Chicago and a "Brotha who is an only child raised in Norfolk,
Virginia, somehow get together and become America’sfirst black and white comedy team? The year 2008? No, sir-
1969. Adversity, Disagreements, Pain, Love, Friendship, Brotherhood. It"s al there. | couldn"t put the book down."
(Smokey Robinson)"The story of these remarkable entertainers' Hollywood beginnings is a fabulous and funny read.
Tim and Tom is not to be missed. Someone once said, “Laughter isjogging for the insides." So this book will not only
make you happy-you'll be healthier, too." (Nikki Giovanni)"In this eye-opening dual biography of the first and only
interracial American comedy team, Reid and Dreesen share their own unique upbringings-overcoming the stigmas of
poverty and prejudice and through sheer determination making a difference in many peopl€e's lives through a shared
talent to entertain and educate. . . . A heartfelt memoir and a nice capsule history of growing up different, fighting the
odds, and becoming successful on one's own terms, thisis recommended for al libraries." (Library Journal)"A
beautiful and beautifully told story of two men of character in atough and unforgiving business who broke barriers
with laughter."--Scott Simon (Scott Simon)"Tim and Tom"s story is atale of their times-the late "60s and early "70s,
when racial issues were at the forefront of the national dialogue-and our times, when the country still struggles with
many of the same questions."-Todd Leopold, CNN.com (Todd Leopold CNN.com)"[In Tim Tom] Rapaport weaves
together often-funny and just-as-often-painful storiesin aterrific look at friendship, perseverance and a country that
should have been more ready for them than it was." (Detroit News)"A rollicking, funny read, populated with colorful
characters. . . . But it is tempered by heartache and frustration." (Detroit Metro Times)"l have known Tim Reid and
Tom Dreesen as comedians and friends since 1975, but | never knew Tim and Tom, the comedy team. This book is
four compelling stories in one compilation: One story about Tim Reid, sad, fascinating and uplifting. One story about
Tom Dreesen, aman consumed by a goal and a great witness to a bygone era of show business that one can't help but
long for. A third story about seeking recognition in the world of entertainment. And finally, a story about race and
culture in a country that should have been farther down the road to understanding, tolerance and human kindness than
it wasin the 1970s. Tim and Tom isagreat story, the best kind of story, well told, about two men struggling to prove
themselves. This entertaining book offers many meaningful lessons and vivid reflection.” (David Letterman)About the
AuthorTim Reid is an actor, producer, and director who has created and starred in many movies and television shows,



including WKRP in Cincinnati, in which he played the overnight disk jockey Venus Flytrap, and Franks Place. Tom
Dreesen is a stand-up comedian who has appeared scores of times on The Tonight Show, Late Show with David

L etterman, and other television shows. He toured the nation as Frank Sinatras opening act for fourteen years. Ron
Rapoport has been a sports columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times and the Los Angeles Daily News and a sports
commentator for National Public Radios Weekend Edition. He has written a biography of Bobby Jones and, with Betty
Garrett, her autobiography.



