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William A. Sethares : Tuning, Timbre, Spectrum, Scale  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Tuning, Timbre, Spectrum, Scale: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great overview on the interaction between timbre and scales.By 
riccardo novaThis book really give a good understanding of scales vs timbre. I really suggest it to composers 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1852337974


interested in timbre. It is clearly written . Some examples need some math preparation but it is still readable by a 
musician with a high school math skills.32 of 49 people found the following review helpful. Good WorkBy A 
CustomerThe other review is over-enthusiastic. Hardly an example of unbiased scientific inquiry, the author basically 
sets out to prove something and does so without searching for contradictory evidence. As a result, we get a self-
fulfilling prophecy.Very interesting, never-the-less.Reader's should be warned that this is *not* an introductory text, 
and that it is not an overview of the area of tunings.Additionally, it is interesting that the word 'timbre' is in the title, as 
there is not one iota of original perceptual research here...and timbre is a preceptual phenomenon.3 of 11 people found 
the following review helpful. No CD ROMBy Robert GoldmanJust ordered brand new book from at 90+ dollars. 
Contrary to book decsription no CD ROM with sound examples was included or attached. I will be returning it 
tomorrow. Has anyone received a CD with this book? Thanks"This new and greatly revised edition of William 
Sethares' classic book includes an attached CD-ROM that contains over three hours of sound examples that 
demonstrate the ideas in action, as well as computer programs that enable readers to conduct their own explorations. 
"Rating applied to missing content or false/ incorrect product description.

The only things truly universal in music are those that are based on biological and/or perceptual facts. Tuning Timbre 
Spectrum Scale focuses on perceptions of consonance and dissonance, which are defined in the Harvard Dictionary of 
Music: ?Consonance is used to describe the agreeable effect produced by certain intervals as against the disagreeable 
effect produced others. Consonance and dissonance are the very foundation of harmonic music... consonance 
represents the element of smoothness and repose, while dissonance represents the no less important elements of 
roughness and irregularity.? TTSS begins by asking (and answering) the question: How can we build a device to 
measure consonance and dissonance? The remainder of the book describes the impact of such a ?dissonance meter? on 
music theory, on synthesizer design, on the construction of musical scales and tunings, on the design of musical 
instruments, and introduces related compositional techniques and new methods of musicological analyses. A new 
chapter contains a detailed explanation of how the software works. It incorporates several important simplifications 
over the full presentation in the current Chapter 7 in order to allow it to function in real time. Another new chapter 
describes the various ways that the software can be used. New sections throughout the book bring it up to date with the 
current state of the subject. TTSS offers a unique analysis of the relationship between the structure of sound and the 
structure of scale and will be use to musicians and composers who use inharmonic tones and sounds. This includes a 
large percentage of people composing and performing with modern musical synthesizers. It will be of use to arrangers, 
musicologists, and others interested in musical analysis. TTSS provides a unique approach to working with 
environmental sounds, and there are clear applications for the use of inharmonic sounds in film scoring. The book will 
also be of interest to engineers and others interested in the design of audio devices such as musical synthesizers, 
special effects devices, and keyboards.


