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John Steinbeck : Viva Zapata!: The Original Screenplay  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Viva Zapata!: The Original Screenplay: 

An Academy Award-nominated screenplay from the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature. The hitherto unpublished 
script for Viva Zapata! was written by John Steinbeck between 1948 and 1950; it is his only completely original 
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screenplay. The film, directed by Elia Kazan and released by Twentieth Century-Fox in 1952, garnered several 
Academy Award nominations: best story and screenplay for Steinbeck, best actor in the title role for Marlon Brando, 
and best supporting actor for Anthony Quinn, who won for his role of Eufemio. This classic film and story about the 
part played by Emiliano Zapata in the Mexican Revolution, championing the cause of the peasants during the years 
between 1909 and 1919, treats themes familiar to readers of The Grapes of Wrath and In Dubious Battle. In his 
perceptive introductory essay, Robert E. Morsberger states that the screenplay puts into final focus issues with which 
Steinbeck had been concerned for the previous twenty years and clarifies the relationship of issues to individuals and 
leaders to people. The conflict between creative dissent and intolerant militancy has a timeless relevancy, and Zapata 
deserves a close analysis both as a social statement and a work of art. Any previously unpublished work of John 
Steinbeck is a welcome gift to American letters. This moving book combines two of the authors lifelong interests, his 
concern for the underdog and the artistic potential of the American film. Steinbeck Viva! Budd Schulberg

About the AuthorJohn Steinbeck, born in Salinas, California, in 1902, grew up in a fertile agricultural valley, about 25 
miles from the Pacific Coast. Both the valley and the coast would serve as settings for some of his best fiction. In 1919 
he went to Stanford University, where he intermittently enrolled in literature and writing courses until he left in 1925 
without taking a degree. During the next five years he supported himself as a laborer and journalist in New York City, 
all the time working on his first novel,Cup of Gold(1929). After marriage and a move to Pacific Grove, he published 
two California books,The Pastures of Heaven(1932) andTo a God Unknown(1933), and worked on short stories later 
collected inThe Long Valley(1938). Popular success and financial security came only withTortilla Flat(1935), stories 
about Montereys paisanos. A ceaseless experimenter throughout his career, Steinbeck changed courses regularly. 
Three powerful novels of the late 1930s focused on the California laboring class:In Dubious Battle(1936),Of Mice and 
Men(1937), and the book considered by many his finest,The Grapes of Wrath(1939).The Grapes of Wrathwon both 
theNational Book Awardand thePulitzer Prizein 1939.Steinbeck received theNobel Prize in Literaturein 1962, and, in 
1964, he was presented with theUnited States Medal of Freedomby President Lyndon B. Johnson. Steinbeck died in 
New York in 1968. Today, more than 30 years after his death, he remains one of America's greatest writers and 
cultural figures. 


