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Ann Marcus : Whistling Girl  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Whistling Girl: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Definitely not a Hollywood tell-all!By Jon NelsonI was excited 
about reading this book because I thought I would gain more insight into Hollywood and television in general, 
especially after reading the rave review that TV Guide writer Michael Logan gave it. Unfortunately, juicy details are 
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sparse regarding Ann's experiences at Knots Landing, Search for Tomorrow, Days of Our Lives, Falcon Crest, etc. In 
fact, not only are details sparse, she's inaccurate as well! For example, Ann describes working on Knots Landing in 
season two, but she actually worked on season three. When describing how she got the job at Falcon Crest, she is 
totally wrong about why her predecessors were fired (they weren't fired b/c they were gay, they were fired because the 
audience hated the storylines they created and ratings went down). Her description of a confrontation with Search for 
Tomorrow leading lady Mary Stuart takes all of a few sentences, and instead of elaborating how she came up with 
certain plots on these shows, she condenses her tenure at each show into just a few paragraphs. As a memoir, it's an 
okay read, but if you're looking for Hollywood tidbits (like I was, based on Michael Logan's review), this out of print 
book isn't worth looking for.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The charming story of a pioneer tv 
writer/prodcuer's life.By A CustomerThis is the fascinating story of the life and times of the co-creator of MARY 
HARTMAN, MARY HARTMAN covering almost three-quarters of a century. Ann Marcus writes about her life with 
wit, humor, and pithy observations of everything from growing up in a Sinclair Lewis-type small town to graduating 
from college in the middle of WW II, working as the first female copy "boy" on the NY Daily News, covering the 
homefront for LIFE Magazine, marriage, motherhood, and a successful career in tv for almost forty years It's a page 
turner as she copes with illness (cancer), male chauvinism, leaky faucets, ageism, network "suits" etc. etc. etc. She 
takes you behind the scenes on the soaps she headwrote and introduces you to the wacky and wonderful creative 
people with whom she worked. It is a terrific read. A total blast!

How does a woman balance marriage, kids, and a demanding career in the highly competitive field of writing for TV 
and still maintain a sense of humor and an almost normal life? Ann Marcus lets it all hang out in her warm and witty 
memoir, WHISTLING GIRL, in which she shares her often funny, sometimes scary, but always adventurous private 
and professional lives taking you behind the scenes on some of TVs most popular series, including PEYTON PLACE; 
KNOTS LANDING; FALCON CREST; SEARCH FOR TOMORROW; DAYS OF OUR LIVES; GENERAL 
HOSPITAL; SUSAN FARR, MD; WOMEN AT WEST POINT; ALL THAT GLITTERS; FERNWOOD 2NITE; 
MARY HARTMAN, MARY HARTMAN (for which she won an Emmy); and the mini-series RETURN TO THE 
CUL-DE-SAC.


