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Evan S. Smith : Writing Television Sitcoms: Revised and Expanded Edition of the Go-to Guide  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Writing Television Sitcoms: 
Revised and Expanded Edition of the Go-to Guide: 

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Well Written but Focuses on Writing a SpecBy 
ConstantReaderNYCI don't totally recommend this book if you are writing an original pilot. But after reading many 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0399535373


reviews, it is supposedly one of the best out there. True, if you are putting together a portfolio you will need a spec 
script, so it's very good for that purpose. I'm still looking for a good book for help with an original pilot. After taking a 
TV Writing class and reading this book, I am thinking that TV Writing, like all writing, almost really can't be taught! I 
think the key is to get down the format. I am super grateful this book pointed out the difference between film format 
and other formats. Overall, I am happy I read it, but I'm still in the dark, though I am going full steam, all the same, on 
my original pilot. Will buy the Rabin, "Writing a Pilot" book next. Good Luck Writers! TV needs us :)0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Now this is a writing guide!By Genevieve C.This is so not your average writing 
guide. Too many guides fill their pages with tired examples and rehashed advice, yet give no solid, new, usable 
insights--I was so relieved that this is not the case here. Smith breaks down every step of sitcom writing, and a lot of 
what he teaches applies to any kind of fiction writing. Especially when dealing with something as tricky as humor, in 
short format no less, it helps to have a blueprint: how to write engaging characters but, more than that, create a great 
character mix; general types of sitcom story lines; the reality of how to get your foot in the door writing for TV. Smith, 
who's been on every side of the sitcom table, covers all of this and more. I'd recommend this guide to any fiction 
writer!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth the Read if you want the inside skinny on how to write 
a Spec Sitcom ScriptBy Big DogI was looking for a reference that would improve my sitcom comedy writing and this 
book definitely helps me. My only personal "complaint" is that this book primarily focuses on writing spec scripts, or 
writing sitcom scripts for existing TV sitcoms. I'm interested in writing an original sitcom. Nevertheless, there's 
enough information in this book to help me do that, but a lot more if your intent is to write a spec sitcom script and 
submit it to the producers.

This new edition of Writing Television Sitcoms features the essential information every would-be teleplay writer 
needs to know to break into the business, including: - Updated examples from contemporary shows such as 30 Rock, 
The Office and South Park - Shifts in how modern stories are structured - How to recognize changes in taste and 
censorship - The reality of reality television - How the Internet has created series development opportunities - A 
refined strategy for approaching agents and managers - How pitches and e-queries work - or don't - The importance of 
screenwriting competitions

"Everything a beginning television writer needs to know about the TV industry and writing scripts for sitcoms" -
"Writers Write"?Everything a beginning television writer needs to know about the TV industry and writing scripts for 
sitcoms? ?"Writers Write"About the AuthorEvan S Smith is an associate professor at Syracuse University's S.I. 
Newhouse School of Public Communications, and has written sitcoms for studios including Paramount, MTM and 
Twentieth Century Fox. 


